CENTRALIZATION AND DECENTRALIZATION
how result in democracy, enslavement in the liberation of
the individual, concentration of political and economic
power in self-government all round. He is ready, in a
word, to tolerate or even actively engage in any wicked-
ness or any imbecility, because he is convinced that there
is some chistorical' providence which will cause bad,
inappropriate means to result in good ends.
The sooner we convince ourselves that 'historicalness*
is not a value and that what we allow circumstances to
make us do has no necessary connection with what we
ought to do, the better it will be for ourselves and for
the world we live in. At the present moment of time,
the * historical* is almost unmitigatedly evil. To accept the
* historical* and to work for it is to co-operate with the
powers of darkness against the light.